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Army officer brought 100 
troops to establish the 
Pacific Northwest's first 
U.S. military post 

By TED VAN ARSDOL 


Like many other soldiers, the first U. S. 
Army commanding officer at Vancouver 
might gripe when the situation warrant- 
ed, but he loyally carried out orders. 

The officer, Maj. John Hatheway, did 
some complaining in 1848 when he 
learned about his next assignment, lead- 
i ent of First Artillery Regi- 
ops on a sea journey to establish 
n post in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

He did not welcome the idea of spend- 
ing six months on a ship traveling from 
New York around Cape Horn. “Delight- 
ful prospect,” he wrote, a bit sarcastically, 
in a letter from Fort Columbus, N.Y. He 
also was dismayed to learn he had only 


than 100 troops for the new 

4 _ sending 
sm: ies to give confidence 
to : settlers in such a vast territory as 
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march overland to the Columbia River to 
support the military buildup in the new 
country. But the government had dis- 
charged the regiment’s men after the 
Mexican War (1846-48), and when 
-Hatheway received his sailing orders, 
the recruiting had not started for new ri- 
flemen. 

Meanwhile, Hatheway would do his 
best with what he had, and in the process 
he established what is now known as 
yee Barracks, 150 years ago, in 
1849. 

Life aboard the steamer Massachu- 
setts probably was mostly humdrum as 
the vessel headed south with Hatheway’s 
troops in 1849. The Massachusetts 
stopped first at Rio De Janeiro, then at 
Valparaiso in Chile, and far to the west in 
Honolulu, before finally crossing the dan- 
gerous bar at the mouth of the Columbia. 

The Massachusetts’ destination was 
Fort Vancouver, established in 1825 by 
the Hudson's Bay Co., Britain's fur-trad- 
ing giant. For more than two decades, it 
had been the virtual capital of a region 
stretching from Russian Alaska to Mexi- 
can-controlled California. 
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1855: Richard Covington drew this scene showing Officers Row, at upper left near tall trees, and Fort 
right. The Hudson's Bay Co. occupied the fort. In 1853, the Army tees ie its new Army post Pore i 


Barracks builder: On May 16, several men deserted, were reinforced mighti! i 
v i ed, the arrival of 
Capt. Rufus Ingalls lured by the continentwide hysteria of the Fourth teeny wld 
z the the Corral gold Les bed months in ver. ad a or aaa 
uartermasters , the y com 1 Coast, at- Hatheway, i is ti 
arrived at Vancouver tempting to round up deserters. Astoria, ie Copy aera 
aH 1849 to assist Maj. Pr dielg ein aoe until 1853 before returning east. 
John Hatheway - dn 2a ‘The major’s career was rathi i 
establish the military planhag jatar a Hatheway in of many other career officers inthe = 
post. The M YT Rif A ade Civil War era, including combat in Mexi- 
ive ounter a lemen, commanded co and service at lonely frontier posts. 
yy Col. William Wing Loring, arrived But his role in establishing the barracks 


from overland early in October 1849 and 
stayed at Vancouver only a few days be- 
fore moving south to Oregon City. They 
went in search of something less exciting 


government in Washington, D.C., for 


neipte cope with possible Indian out- at Vancouver, for years the main military 
reaks. 


installation in the North i A 
story a distinctive tone gives his 


Their pleas were answered as the Hatheway an importmit place 
place in the his- 


Massachusetts arrived offshore fromthe _ than agitated Indians: A roof i 
fort on May 13, 1849, and fired a salute. bests. For these newly siecle, mone Clark County and the Pacific 
Lt. Theodore Talbot of the First Artillery __ the first challenge was dealing with the For this h wwever, he is li 
reported that the bark Columbia and the __ housing shortage north of the river. hered— a, he is littleremem- 
fort fired salutes in return. Major Hathe- | Ingalls had begun construction of day’s wien Leased at that. A street in to- 
way and a captain went ashore for dinner _ buildings at Vancouver in June, using sol- memory, but was intended to honor his 
at the fort. rs ‘ - diers on extra duty, He reported that a iespelted wsueus Were inadvertently 

Next day, all the soldiers debarked and number of structures—of “rough mater- The g atime 

_ pitched tents. The major soon learned * ie eal peatonably comfortable — had Col. Robert Knight, ery hccin aa 

Fea meeectod by Octobes: These were those on another street, willbe ee 
near today’s Officers Row. in time for this year’s 150th Barracks ed 


In 1852, military units on the Columbia birthday celebration. 


